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Bat faeces dissection — you don’t know what you’re
going to get.

Gary Farmer

On 14" March 2024 Nicki Farmer found a cylindrical ‘dropping’ in
the orangery at Hanbury Hall, Worcestershire. It measured
approximately 12mm in length and was obviously made up of insect
fragments (01). Curious, she brought it home for closer inspection.

01. Bat faeces (approx. 12mm long) in situ. 14.03.24. Nicki Farmer.

A search of the internet (e.g Bedfordshire Bat Group) revealed this
to be a probable Brown Long-eared Bat (Plecotus auritus) dropping
and as this species is known to be present at Hanbury (Neil Cook
pers. comm.) this is most likely the case.

I decided to dissect the dropping (02) to try to identify any of the
remains and was surprised by the variety and number of individual
insects contained in one small pellet.
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02. Bat facces dissected. 14.03.24. Gary Farmer.

I was able to identify the following from heads left intact after
passing through the bat’s digestive system (03-05):

03. Identified heads from bat faeces. 14.03.24. Gary Farmer.
i Damsel bug. ii Bishop’s Mitre Shieldbug. iii Ten-spot Ladybird.
iv Eight Staphylinid beetles. Plus other remnants of wings & elytra.
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04. Ten-spot Ladybird remains. 14.05.24. Gary Farmer.

05. Bishop’s Mitre and damsel bug remains. 14.03.24. Gary Farmer.

Brown Long-eared Bats are gleaners, crawling or hovering and
plucking insects directly from surfaces (iBats). This method may
give them an advantage in cooler weather when beetles and bugs are
less likely to be encountered in flight.

There are two main points to take from this; there is no end to the
marvels to be found in nature if you have the time and patience to
look closely, and this also shows just how many insects are needed
for a healthy ecosystem.
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