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A record of the plane tree bug Arocatus longiceps in
Worcester

Nick Button
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01. Arocatus longiceps a species showing range expansion.
Worcester 06.03.24. Nick Button.

On 6th March 2024 a ground bug, Arocatus longiceps, landed on my
patio window with another appearing in the garden several days
later. My garden adjoins the Laughern Brook at the north-western
suburban edge of Worcester (NGR SO8356). The bug was first
discovered in Worcestershire in 2019 at Grafton Flyford and
appeared in the Worcestershire Record in 2019 (Farmer, 2019). This
recent record suggests the continuing spread of the species which is
known to feed on the seeds of Plane trees Platanus sp, and Alder
Alnus glutinosa. In this instance, it is considered likely that it arrived
from the Alder that follows the Laughern Brook.
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