
Slender Hare’s-ear Bupleurum tenuissimum L. (Apiaceae) at Hollybed Common, Malvern.    
John Bingham 

 

 
01. Slender Hare’s-ear Bupleurum tenuissimum can form swards of thousands some years but can be difficult to spot, being thin and grass-

like. Hollybed Common 19.08.23. John Bingham. 

 

Slender Hare’s-ear Bupleurum tenuissimum is a rare plant in 

Worcestershire, first reported in 1834 from Malvern Common 

“between Malvern and the Rhydd” (Amphlett & Rea 1909). This 

annual, native herb is known to fluctuate in population size from 

being a scarce plant one year to forming swards of thousands in 

another (Maskew 2014). It can also be quite difficult to spot, being 

rather thin and grass-like in appearance (01 & 02).  

 

 
02. Slender Hare’s-tail flowering at Hollybed Common 10.08.23. 

John Bingham. 

Slender Hare’s-ear is mainly a colonist of thinly-vegetated or 

disturbed coastal sites and was occasionally found on commons and 

road verges inland. Most of the inland colonies were lost pre-1930s, 

leaving just the populations at Malvern and on a Cambridgeshire 

Road verge (BSBI Online Plant Atlas).  

 

This is a plant that I had not seen flowering at its best so I decided to 

visit the well recorded site at Hollybed Common on the 10th August 

2023 to try my luck. I was not disappointed; a large population was 

found, perhaps reaching into thousands of flowering spikes, with 

many plants yet to flower.   

 

On 19th August 2023 at a North Worcestershire Flora Group meeting 

at Castlemorton, I took a small group of participants to see the 

colony of Slender Hare’s-ear (01). The main patch, now in full 

flower, was along a grassy track on the side of a small hill.  Most 

plants were quite near to the track, some reaching back five to six 

metres into the grassland and certainly numbered into several 

thousands.  A second colony of more scattered plants was found on 

an adjacent hill with many hundreds of plants noted. Finally on the 

way back at Huntsbridge a third, smaller colony was found 

containing about a hundred plants.  It was pleasing to discover that 

this largely coastal species is still doing well at its Worcestershire 

location.   
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