
Some Hoverfly Records from South-east 
Worcestershire 
 
Terry Knight. 
 
Between May 2017 and October 2020, Terry Knight carried out a 
systematic survey of hoverflies in the south-east of ‘Greater 
Worcestershire’.  The area covered comprised OS grid squares SP03, 
SP13, SP14 together with squares SP04, SP05 and SP15 south-east 
of the rivers Avon and Isbourne.  Most of the records were of 
individuals on flowers and a note was made of the flower species.  
Details of the number of records for each species are given in the 
Table.  Only one record for a species was noted in each monad (a 
1km by 1km square of the OS grid). 
 
Some species could be identified in the field but those that could not 
were caught where possible and taken home for identification with a 
hand-lens or low-powered microscope.  A transparent plastic tube 
(140mm in length and 45mm in diameter) was used for catching 
them.  It is estimated that about 60% of individuals were caught and 
40% escaped using this method.  Identification of the species was 
based on the field guide ‘Britain’s Hoverflies’, second edition, (Ball 
& Morris 2015).  A few of the more difficult specimens were sent to 
Gary Farmer and some of these, via him, to Mick Blythe for 
confirmation or determination and their assistance is gratefully 
acknowledged.  
 
There are many rare or fairly rare species similar to more common 
species and the field guide does not distinguish between these but 
treats them as a group.  Where rarer similar species may have been 
present the commoner species name is followed by an asterisk (*) in 
Table 1.  Females in the genus Sphaerophoria are not yet separable 
to species and are given as ‘Sphaerophoria (aggregate)’. 
 

  
01. Female Sphaerophoria. Females of this genus are not reliably 
separable to species. Gary Farmer. 
 
Very few hoverflies were recorded in woodland due to the difficulty 
of finding them and the scarcity of this habitat in the area (this will 
change in the future as more of the Heart of England Forest is 
planted and matures).  Some of the smaller species (e.g. Paragus) 
are difficult to spot and will have been under-recorded.  Also, some 
hoverflies which closely resemble other insects will not have been 
noticed. 

 

 
02. Platycheirus albimanus on plum blossom.  One of several 
similar Platycheirus species recorded. Gary Farmer. 
 

 
03. Sphaerophoria taeniata. A species increasing in abundance and 
range since Terry’s survey. Gary Farmer. 
 
Figures 1 to 29 give the distribution of the commoner species found 
in the survey area. Figure 30 shows the number of species found per 
monad which varied from 22 to 0.  The former is square SP0746 in 
the Littletons which includes the recorder’s garden (13 species 
recorded) and the latter the heavily cattle and sheep grazed square 
SP0840 in Broadway parish.  Oddly, few species were found in more 
natural habitats such as nature reserves and the disused railway 
complex at Honeybourne.  The best places to find hoverflies turned 
out to be weedy edges and corners of arable fields and weedy waste 
land.  From the records in the recorder’s garden it is likely that 
gardens in built-up areas with plenty of suitable flowers and 
flowering shrubs will also be places with many species of hoverflies 
but, obviously, other people’s gardens were not included in the 
survey. 

 

 
Key to wildflowers in Table 1. 

Key to flowers in Table 1.
Fb  Field bindweed H     Hogweed Wc  Wild carrot Ah   Autumn hawkbit I     Ivy
Bo  Bristly oxtongue Sh   Smooth hawksbeard Ps   Perennial sowthistle Ct   Creeping thistle R    Ragwort
Ss  Smooth sowthistle D     Dandelion B     Bramble Hb  Hedge bindweed Pl   Plum
Lb   Large bindweed Sm  Scentless mayweed Bu   Buttercups Bl   Blackthorn
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Table 1. Some hoverfly records from south-east Worcestershire May 2017 – October 2020. For wildflowers see key below. 
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Figures 1 – 29. Hoverfly species recorded by Terry Knight in south-east Worcestershire between May 2017 and October 2020. 
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Table 
Table 1 (& key). Some hoverfly records from south-east 
Worcestershire May 2017 – October 2020.  
 
Figures 
Fig 1 – 29. Hoverfly species recorded by Terry Knight in south-east 
Worcestershire between May 2017 and October 2020. 
Fig. 30. Number of hoverfly species recorded per monad (1km x 
1km) from May 2017 to October 2020. 
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01. Female Sphaerophoria. Females of this genus are not reliably 
separable to species. Gary Farmer 
02. Platycheirus albimanus on plum blossom. One of several similar 
Platycheirus species recorded. Gary Farmer. 
03. Sphaerophoria taeniata. A species increasing in abundance and 
range. Gary Farmer. 
 

 
 

Fig. 30. Number of hoverfly species recorded per monad (1km x 
1km) from May 2017 to October 2020. 
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